1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (cancelled) 

2. (currently amended) A ratchet mechanism according to Claim 
i 21 wherein the ratchet member is mounted for rotational movement. 

3. (original) The ratchet mechanism according to Claim 2 
wherein the ratchet member is mounted for limited rotational 
movement . 

4 . (cancelled) 

5. (Currently amended) A ratchet mechanism according to Claim 
4- 3 further including a common base wherein the ratchet member and 
the pawl member are pivotally mounted adjacent one another on the 
base. " • . 

6. (currently amended) A ratchet mechanism according to Claim 
5 wherein the pawl member is in the form of a generally L-shaped 
lever pivotally mounted at the a bight of the L, wherein one end of 
the pawl member is designed for engagement with the ratchet member, 
and the other end of the pawl member is adapted to respond to the 
application of pressure thereto to rotate the pawl member into 
engagement with the ratchet member. 
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7. (currently amended) A ratchet mechanism according to Claim 
i 21 wherein the pawl member is in the form of a generally L- shaped 
lever pivotally mounted at the a bight of the L, wherein one end of 
the pawl member is designed for engagement with the ratchet member, 
and the other end of the pawl member is adapted to respond to the 
application of pressure thereto to rotate the pawl member into 
engagement with the ratchet member. 

8. (cancelled) 

9. (cancelled) 

10. (cancelled) 

11. (cancelled) " ' ' - . 

12. (cancelled) 

13. (currently amended) A mechanism including in combination: 

a base; 

a first means on the base for ratcheted movement relative 
to the base; a second means mounted adjacent the first means for 
engaging the first means to constrain movement thereof in one of 
two opposite directions in response to application of pressure to 
the second means— ; wherein the second means for engaging the first 
means increases the constraint of the movement of the first means 
in the one Of the two opposite directions as the pressure is 
increased. 
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14. (original) The mechanism according to Claim 13 wherein the 
first means is mounted for pivotal movement on the base. 

15. (currently amended) The mechanism according to Claim 14. 
wherein the second means for engaging the first means allows 
movement of the first means in the other of the two opposite 
directions and prevents movement of the first means in the other 
one of the two opposite directions. 

16. (cancelled) 

17. (currently amended) The mechanism according to Claim 13 
wherein the second means for engaging the first means allows 
movement of .the first means in the other of the two opposite 
directions and prevents movement of the first means in the other 
one of the two opposite directions. 

18. (cancelled) 

19. (currently amended) A method for operating a ratchet 
mechanism including: 

mounting a ratchet member on a base for movement in two 
opposite directions; mounting a pawl member adjacent the ratchet 
member ; holding the pawl member normally out of engagement th e reof 
with the ratchet member with a predetermined force ; and applying s 
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predetermined — pressur e increasing pressure greater than the 
predetermined force to the pawl member to cause the pawl member to 
engage the ratchet member with force directly corresponding to the 
increasing pressure to limit movement, thereof to one only of the 
two opposite directions. 

20. (original) A method according to Claim 19 wherein the 
movement of the ratchet member and the movement of the pawl member 
are rotational movements . 

21. (new) A ratchet mechanism including in combination: a 
base; a ratchet, member mounted oh the base for' movement in two 
directions; a. pawl member mounted on the base adjacent the ratchet 
member; a spring normally biasing the pawl member out of engagement 
with the ratchet member whereby the ratchet member is responsive to 
pressure overcoming the bias of the spring to engage the ratchet 
member with a tighter engagement as the pressure is increased. 
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